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"THE PENIAN BROTHERHOOD." 



On taking up the " St. Louis Daily UnioD," of January 20th, 
1864, I was surprised, astonished, and mortified at the spirit 
and tenor of an article in the editorial column, headed 

"THE FENIAN KROTHERHOOD." 
For several years p^t our readers have been apprised by 
such fragmentary hints as obsouie advertisements of meetings 
in the newspapers, of the esistenoe in this country of an Irish 
organization, called the " Eeniaa Brotherhood." Until recent- 
ly, hut little was known of it, gave that it was exclusively Irish 
and patriotic in its character, and secret in Its organization. 
A copy of the " Proceedings of the First National Convention 
of the Fenian Brotherhood, held at Chicago, lUinois, Novem- 
her, 1863," gives us some insight into its objects and designs. 
Portions of the proceedings of this Convention are printed in 
cipher, the time not having arrived when it will he prudent to 
make them public. Some suspicious persons have conjectured 
that the aims of the aaaociation were in some way inconsistent 
with American liberties ; and others have connected with it a 
vague Koman Catholic Guy Fawkbs gunpowder plot for blow- 
ing up Protestantism. A careful and scrutiniaing examination 
of the resolutions of this Convention, and of the frank speeches 
made during its sittings, fails to bring to our observation the 
slight evidence of either design. .The object of the Brother- 
hood is entirely transatlantic. It is the rescue of Ireland, by 
armed force, from British rule, and the rehabilitation, ^Fter 
centuries of prostration, of the ancient Irish Kingdom, Re- 
ligious and political ends are totally ignored, and all natives of 
Ireland and children of Irish parents, who are willing to labor 
for the disenthralment of Ireland, are welcomed to the organi- 
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4 THE FENIAN BEOTHERHOOD. 

aation. The Brotterliood in this country was first organized 
at New'jTork, in 1858, — sis years ago. It now ezteads over 
the whole lancl, having a circle in nearly every city in the 
United States. The stimulus which the natural martial spirit 
of the Irish has received from the enlistment of so many of 
them in the present war, Jias given a marvellous impetus to the 
progress of the organization, and, by demonstrating the milita- 
ry genius of the Americaa-Irieh people, has brought more 
temptingly before their eyes the great object which they seem 
so abundantly able to achieve. The consciousness of their 
power to achieve it, too, makes them impatient to begin. The 
following resolutions, which we take from tlie proceedings be- 
fore us, will more clearly illustrate the designs of the Brother- 
hood : — 

1, Resolved, That we, the Centres and Delegates of the said Fe- 
nian Brotherhood, asaemUed in this ouf first annual Convention, 
do hereby emphatically proclaim our OT^aoization to consist of an 
iflssooiation having for its object the national freedom of Ireland,' 
and eompoBed for the moat part of citizens of the United States of 
America, of Irish birth or descent, bnt open to such other dwellers 
on the American continent as are friendly to the liberation of Ire-. 
land from the domination of Engtend, by every honorable means 
within our reach, collectively and individually, save and eacept 
such means as may be in violation of the Constitution and laws 
under which we live, and to which all of us, who are citizens of 
the United States, owe our allegiance. We furthermore boldly and 
firmly assert our imquestionable right under the said Constitution 
and laws, to associate together for the above-named object, or for 
any similar one ; and to assist with our money, onr moral and po^ 
litioal influence, or, if it so pleases onrselves, with our persons and 
our lives, in liberating any enslaved land under the sun. 

2. Resolved, That we, the representatives of the Fenian iJrother- 
hood in tbe United States, do hereby solemnly declare, without 
limit or reservation, our entire allegiance to the Constitution and 
laws of the United States of America. 

Whereas, also, the thousands of well-trained Irish-American sol- 
diers, and the officers, who are at present longing to strike for the 
freedom of their fatherland, wOl dwindle away in equal ratio, if 



_.. _ _, ..e call upon and exhort every true Irishman 

m America, England, Eind the British Colonies, to riilly around the 
Fenian Brotherhood, and to aid us in preparing Ireland for freedom's 
battle, and in hastening the day of her deliverance ; and that we, 
with equal fervor, exhort our brothers in Ireland to hold by our be- 
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loved land to the Inst extremity, nor flee fi-am it to foreign coua- 
trioa ; to gird their loioe ailentlj and atemlj for the inevitable 
straggle that ia approaching. 

The following is an estra«t from the " Address to the Peo- 
ple of Ireland," adopted by the Convention : — 

" Here we have soldiers armed and trained (thouBauds of theia 
trained in the tented field, and amid the smoke and thunders of 
hattle), with able and experienced generals to lead them. Let the 
citiea and towns and parishea of Ireland have their brigadea, regi- 
ments, battaljona, and companies of partially disciplined soldiers of 
liberty silently enrolled. Above all things, let every man be 
pledged to obey the commands of his superiora, and pledged, also, 
never to move without such commands ; for obedience to command 
ia the first and the most important requisite to the perfect soldier t 
bH the rest is secondary." 

These resolutions show that the English GoYernmeat snuffed 
a real danger when it waa announced, several months ago, in 
that oountry, that " an organization called the Fenian Brother- 
hood was contemplating a reYolution in Ireland." When that, 
revolution is begun, it will be an ugly business. A million of 
adult Irishmen, endowed with a physical freshness and vigor 
that no otker people possesses ; inspired by a sprightHness and 
tenacity of nationality that wholesale and world-wide expatri- 
ation 1ms not been able to impair ; with whom cracking crowua 
and breaking noses is the moat fascinating of pastimes, — such 
a host, moved by a pervading determination to redeem their 
ancient land, were a spectacle that might well cause uneasiness 
and dismay in the G-overnment officers of England. There 
may be technical informalities, and even illegalities, in the way 
of such a movement ; but, in spite of that, a movement aiming 
at the regeneration of a land whose colleges were seats of learn- 
ing while England was illiterate and barbaric, and whose 



have endeared her to the world, cannot fail of the liveliest sym- 
pathy from Americans. 

The writer of the article in question seems to have regai-ded, 
at one time, this Society as rather a dangerous and unlawful 
organization; tsnt upon a close acquaintance with it he seema 
to regard it with more favor. 
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Alleging that " some suspicious persons have coujectuied 
that the ainis of the association were in gome way inconsistent 
with American liberties," and that '' others liave connected it 
with a vague Romaji Catholic Guy Fawkea gunpowder plot for 
blowing up Protestantism." But, he says, such persons are 
mistaken; that "the ohjeot of the Brotherhood is entirely 
transatlantic. It is the rescue of Ireland, by armed force, 
frmn. British rule " ! ! That is all, is it 7 It is oertaioly a 
very harmleFS occupation for American citizens to be engaged 
in. Just fomentiag a rebellion within the limits of a power 
with which we are on terms of amity and friendship ! That is 
all. A thing in no wise at variance with the duties of an 
American citizen ; but, on the conti'ary, according to this wri- 
ter, " cannot fail of the liveliest sympathies from Americans ! " 

This may be right, bnt I trust that it will fail to command 
the sjmpattiy of the American people ; and that erelong, such 
organizations will fail to command the attention, mnch less the 
sympathy, of Irishmen who have been received into the family 
of American oitizens. 

But I am loath to believe that the editors of the " Daily 
Union " were fully "posted" of that whereof they wrote. I 
am rather inclined to believe that their utter ignoranoe of the 
subject treated was the cause of such a foolish (to say the 
least of it) article. 

The -'Ilnion," however, is not by itself in this respect. 
There seems to be a general impression amongst Americans 
that Irelaiid is in a dreadfiil condition of oppression ; the Briti 
ish lion having hold of the poor, bleeding country with both 
paws, squeezing its very life out (which is fast ebbing iota 
America), and committing all sorts of unheard-of atrocities. 

Now the fitting reply to this would be (though not very clas- 
sical) "bosh," — pure, sheer, unadulterated "bosh." Bat 
when these impressions take the form of such organizations as 
(he Fenian Brotherhood, and oome recommended, by the editor 
of an influential American newspaper, to the sympathies of 
American citizens, perhaps, by way of reply, a statement of a 
.few facts may not be out of place. 

The Irish come to this country by the thousands. They are 
asked what makes them leave Ireland. To this they have an 
answer, "cut and dry," — oppression. British oppression is 
the cause. They are so down-trodden that they cannot stand 
it any longer, and in consequence are forced to leave the land 
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of their birth. Tliis, or something to this effect, TTould be the 
reply from nineteen out of every twenty Eoman Catholic Irish- 
men to the above question. Let us examine a few of the rea- 
sons which cause the Irish to leave Ireland, and let the facts 
speak for themselves. 

The farmer in Ireland is one on a very small scale ; the 
greatest number of farms being in size from three tti fifteen 
acres. Potatoes were the chifJ, I might say almost fie only, 
article of subsistence, alike for man and beast. These the far- 
mer cultivated, by the labor of hia own hands ; when they fail- 
ed, tiS in 1846, all failed ; very few being able to employ any 
other kind of labor ; and other crops could not be raised there- 
by exclusively to any advantage, and thus the poor farmer 
was left to subsist on charity, or flee from the country which 
had given him birth. 

In this trying crisis, their only cocsolation and hope was in 
the advice of their spiritual leaders J All earthly support seem-" 
, ed to fail them. They became dispirited ; could not raise the 
potatoes to " fiitten the pig ; " to " pay the rent " with ; and 
landlords are there as they are here, and everywhere, quick 
in dispossessing a non-paying tenant. In this extremity 
if he has got anything left him wherewith to pay hia passage 
out, on board an emigrant ship, with a heart like to break, he 
leaves the land of his fethers and seeks a home in the Western 
world, where his labor soon places him above the reach of want, 
and not unfirequently enables him to extend a helping hand to 
some poor relative at home, who is anxious to better his condi- 
tion by selling the honest " sweat of his brow," in the beat 
market. 

Here, then, is one cause of so large an emigration of Irish to 
this country since 1846. It has been charged upon the Brit- 
ish Goverimient that, at the time here referred to, it left the 
poor of Ireland to die uncared for, etc. The Government ap- 
propriated twenty millions of dollars for the relief of the suf- 
fering poor, and made every disposition of the same which was 
calculated to save the lives of the poor, fiimished people. Yet 
notwithstanding their efforts, great suffei-ing was endured, and 
many died of starviition befoi-e the aid, thus tendered, could be 
applied. 

Another cause of the poverfj which is so general in Ireland, 
is to be found in the land monopoly of the country. But tiiia 
is not confined to Ireland, but is the cause of poverty in all of 
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tte countries of Europe where it exists, and it exists in them 
all. 

A great deal of land in Ireland changed hands during the 
Cromwell period, and at other times when waging war with 
England, while a still greater portion remained in the hands of 
the old Irish chiefe, and still oontinufs to remain in their hands 
to this day. The question of "Who owns the land?" is of 
very little importance to the poor tenaat. He has to pay his 
rent alike to the non-resident English landowner, and the resi- 
dent Irish chief. 

Reforms of a very important character have been effected in 
this land question, of late yeavs, by the enforcement of an Act 
of Parliament, entitled " The Encumbei-ed Estates Court Act," 
and by which the " law of entail," and of " feudal tenores " 
has been practically abolished in certain cases. The writer is 
acquainted with men who have no titles to greatness but such 
as they have achieved fay their own indomitable perseverance 
and industry, who have purchased estates, under the provisions 
of the above act, which were formerly owned and could be 
owned only by such as had inherited some high landing title, 
or had soma conferred upon them by the gift of the Crown, 
The question of land monopoly is the same ia Ireland as it is 
in either England or Scotland, or indeed any other country 
where feudalism ever prevailed. 

But another and more direct cause of poverty in Ireland 
than either of the two mentioned, is to be found in the fact 
that, comparatively speaking, no modern manufactures have 
been estiblished or introduced into that country. If we ex- 
cept the linen of the north, there is nothing else left to note in 
their manufactured exports. While England -and Scotland 
have been vying with each other in the various walks of com- 
petitive industry, Ireland has stood aloof, and soaroely may be 
noted as having entered the lists. Any of those countries 
would be in the game condition which Ireland is in to-day, 
were it not for employmeat given to the thousands of their 
poor, in their cotton, woollen, and iron factories. Cast abroad 
upon the oountiy the populations of London, of Liverpool, of 
Manchester, of Glasgow, and of the many other manufacturing 
towns in England and Scotland, and the consequence would be 
the same precisely as it is in Ireland. The land would fae di- 
vided and cut up into small farms, and the great mass of the 
people, instead of industrious artisans, enriching themselves and 
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tteir country by the products of their meehanifal geniufi and 
skill, would be a, hoi-de of poor shiftless peasants, unable 
to do more than grow in good seasons sufficiunt to feed and 
clothe themselves and their families. 

But why this? Why have manufactures not been intro- 
duced in Ireland as well as the other countries mentioned? 
This query will at once suggest itself, I will endeavor to an- 
swer it. 

The Irish are a highly imaginative people. They are full of 
the poetry and eloquence of nature. The good old times of 
yore, with all their chivalrie usages, were more congenial to the 
heart and feelings of aa Irishman than the clatter and din of a 
modern mechanic's shop. Perhaps this feeling is nowhere 
more intense than among the npper classes in Ireland. Do 
you think that a veritablo scion of the famous Brian the Brave 
would leave his wealth, or his social standing, or indeed de- 
scend to such things as mechanics or commerce ! Nay, verily ! 
He spends his income and his time in the glorious sport of the 
steeple-ohase, or in giving and holding levees, endeavoring 
thereby to carry his mind back to past ages, from the other- 
wise practical scenes of the present. While English and 
Scotch noblemen, in the early part of the present centniy, en- 
couraged and promoted by their influence and their wealdi the 
then budding industrial Arts, which have since grown to a 
giant's stature, the noblemen of Ireland were either fritter- 
ing away their time in the spirits of the chase, or engaging in 
the useless agitation of some political ignis fatwus. Were the 
political and social leaders of the Irish people to set themselves 
about doing good for their country, they would at once take 
such steps as might be necessary t« establish manufactures in 
that country. There is eveiy requisite necessary to place Ire- 
land in the foremost rank as a manufacturing conntry. Her 
sons are to be found in almost every workshop of Eugland and 
Scotland, and also ia this country. The surface of the country 
is perhaps as beautifully watered and well adapted at all points 
for commercial purposes as any other country on the globe. 
Her coal and iron fields are extensive ; and indeed on the 
whole, it is hard to find a country for which nature has done 
more and man less. 

Such, in brief, is the sum and substance of Ireland's miseries. 
There is no special taxation imposed on Irelaad. No special 
legislation for her, if we except the appropriations which are 
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